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THE   TIMES   HISTOEY   OF   THE   WAR.
IN   THE  CANADIAN   HOSPITAL.
Canadian Highlander telling  a   story  of a battle
by the fireside at Sir Arthur Markham's residence,
Beachborough Park, Shorncliffe.
room for sick and wounded soldiers; and by March 17, 1915, no fewer than 800 hospitals were in order, staffed very largely by voluntary aid workers, while many more new ones were being formed.
Among this large number many, of course, were set apart for special classes of patients. Thus, by the spring of 1915, there were no fewer than twenty hospitals, including Brighton, earmarked for Indian soldiers. Of these the best-known and most picturesque was the Lady Hardinge Hospital in Brockenhurst Park, maintained by the Indian Soldiers' Fund Sub-Committee of Ladies of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. Here 300 wounded Indians 'were collected as early as the end of February, 1915, under the suitable charge of Anglo-Indian surgeons who understood their castes and had the sympathy of old friendship for them.
In addition to the public and municipal buildings taken over as hospitals by the War Office, grand stands on racecourses, light and airy structures admirably adaptable in many cases for hospital work, wore borrowed in various places such as Epsom, Ascot9 and Cheltenham. In the two latter instances care was sympathetically taken by the racing authorities not to interfere with the accommodation of the wounded during race-meetings; but at Epsom the Grand Stand Association claimed the right to disturb them for the convenience of racegoers. In the end a compromise was arranged; but the incident went some way to strengthen the protest which had been raised against the continuance of horse-racing during the war.
Private individuals were wo genorous in offering their houses for tho use of the wounded that one of the most oneroxis tasks which toll upon the British Red Cross Society at homo consisted in examining and sifting thoso offers, so that only those might be recommended i<> the War Office which wero suitable- in ovory way. Even after this process Ihoro almost, remained an embarrassment of riches; and there was hardly a class of society unrepresented among the generous benefactors. To tako a few instances : Queen Maud of Norway offered the entire range of outbuildings at her British home of Apploton, in Norfolk; the olTer of Highbury, the late Mr. Joseph Chamborlain's famous home, was accepted; so was tho Duke of Marlborough'rf offer of the splendid library buildings at Blenheim Palace, xvhoro amid delightful and magnificent surroundings many a grateful soldier found recovery made easy ; while the number of well-known private country mansions, such as Piccard's Bough, near Guildford, offered by their owners and accepted by tho War Office, was immense.
Often, of course, these private offers wore made for special purposes. Thus Major Waldorf Astor's famous place at Cliveden on the Thames became the site of the Duke of Connaught'H Canadian Red Cross Hospital Hero there were 100 wounded Canadians by the end of March,
GOLF   FOR  THE   CONVALESCENT.
Wounded soldiers on St. George's Hill Golf Course.